
RESOLUTION TITLE: For Justice for Palestinians and Israelis 
 
Whereas, the ELCA, in 2005, established an initiative, “Peace Not Walls: Stand for Justice in the Holy 
Land” (now known as “Sumud: For Justice for Palestinians and Israelis), which seeks “peace with justice 
for both Palestinians and Israelis and the continuation of the Christian witness in the Holy Land;” and  
 
Whereas the ELCA, in its Social Statement “For Peace in God’s World,” has committed to promote 
respect for human rights; and  
 
Whereas the ELCA is in relationship with the six Lutheran congregations in the Bethlehem area, 
Ramallah, Jerusalem and Jordan (the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land) and 
Augusta Victoria Hospital in East Jerusalem is a project of the Lutheran World Federation; and  
 
Whereas the ELCA Presiding Bishop and Council of Bishops have expressed sorrow over the loss of 
innocent lives on both sides and called for a ceasefire and for negotiations for an overall political solution 
to resume; 
 
Therefore, 
 
Be it resolved, that individuals and congregations be encouraged to: 

• Pray for Palestinians and Israelis who work to create a future of justice, equality, reconciliation 
and peace for all Palestinians and Israelis; 

• Stand in solidarity with all who are suffering in Palestine and Israel and to support the work of the 
ELCJHL (Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land), LWF (Lutheran World 
Federation), ALAMEH (Association of Lutherans of Arab and Middle Eastern Heritage), and 
WCC/EAPPI (World Council of Churches/Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in Palestine 
and Israel) in bringing comfort, support, accountability, and relief; 

• Be informed about and engaged in the SUMUD (formerly Peace Not Walls) initiative of the ELCA: 
http://elca.org/sumud; and  

• Sign up for ELCA monthly Advocacy Alerts - “Middle East Network”. 
 
Be it further resolved, that individuals and congregations be encouraged to call on the US Administration 
to work to: 

o Secure a permanent ceasefire and the release of all hostages and unlawfully detained 
political prisoners, resume efforts toward a political solution to the conflict, establish 
immediate and unhindered humanitarian access to the entire Gaza Strip, and support the 
restoration of vital infrastructure; and 

o Secure access to Augusta Victoria Hospital and other East Jerusalem hospitals for Gaza 
cancer patients and others needing urgent medical attention and provide continued funding 
for the East Jerusalem hospitals. 

 
 
Submitted by: 
       
Jo Ann Wacker-Farrand  
Rocky Mountain Synod Sumud: For Justice in Palestine and Israel (formerly Peace Not Walls) 
1639 S Kearney, Denver CO; 303-803-7901; socialwacker@live.com; Augustana Lutheran Church, 
Denver CO 
 
Co-signers: 

• Jan and Gale Miller; 1250 N Humboldt St #501, Denver CO; 303-332-1263;  
millerjan68@gmail.com; Augustana Lutheran Church, Denver CO 

• Doug Wheeler, 1250 N Humboldt St #1205, Denver CO; 303-477-6284; wheels80212@aol.com; 
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Denver CO 



• Thor Kjeseth; 2540 Colorado Blvd, Denver CO 80207; 303 885-3253; tkjeseth@yahoo.com; Our 
Savior’s Lutheran Church, Denver CO 

• Rick Farrand; 1639 S Kearney, Denver CO; 303-810-5390; rick.farrand628@gmail.com; 
Augustana Lutheran Church, Denver CO 

• Rev. Diana Linden-Johnson; 17724 Elati St, Broomfield CO 80023; 720-280-0998;  
dianamlindern@gmail.com; Atonement Lutheran Church, Boulder CO 

• Kay and Rev. John Bengston, 11000 Dransfeldt Rd, Ste 448, Parker CO 80134; 303-903-8528; 
jkbengston@msn.com; Augustana Lutheran Church, Denver CO.  

• Regina Pacheco; 1110 Rosebud Rd, Cheyenne WY; (307)214-9344; reginagee@bresnan.net; St. 
Paul's Lutheran Church Church, Cheyenne WY 

• Ann Rutkofsky; 481 S. Taft St., Lakewood CO 80228; 303-988-6019; arutkofsky@hotmail.com; 
Lutheran Church of the Master, Lakewood CO 

• Joan Jacobson; 1836 Dover, Lakewood CO, 80215; 720-636-4121; 
joanjacobson1836@gmail.com; Lutheran Church of the Master, Lakewood CO  

• Betty Boyd; 12527 W. Arizona Place, Lakewood CO 80228; 720-290-4168; bettyboyd@att.net; 
Augustana Lutheran Church, Denver CO and Former Director of Lutheran Office of Governmental 
Ministry in Colorado 

• Rev. Joel Pancoast; 815 E. 16th Street; Loveland CO 80538; (970) 667-1836; 
pastorjoel@zionloveland.com; Zion Lutheran Church, Loveland CO 

• Susan Schairer; 2033 Sage Ct, Loveland, CO 80538; 970-219-8268; Schairer.susan@gmail.com; 
Zion Lutheran Church, Loveland CO 

• Rev. Alena Lamirato; 236 Tabor St., Elizabeth CO 80107; 303-646-6528; 
pastoralena@yahoo.com ;  Peace in Christ Episcopal-Lutheran Ministry, Elizabeth, CO 

• Joyce Buchholz; 1506 E 6th Street, Loveland CO 80537; 970-663-3707; rjm1506@gmail.com;  
Zion Lutheran Church, Loveland CO 

 


